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AMBROSE, BISHOP OF MILAN, REFUSES THEODOSIUS THE GOTH ADMISSION TO
HIS CATHEDRAL.

Theodosius had caused the massacre of 7000 people of Salonica, and Ambrose refused to admit
him into a Christian church until he repented. From a painting by Rubens. (P. 180.)
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STORIES OF
WORLD HISTORY

CHAPTER 1

TO THE READER

been living and doing upon the earth, We have

written records of things done in Egypt more than
four thousand years ago, and for many thousands of
years earlier than that, man was living and working and
suffering upon the earth. And we are the result and
product of these people of the past. We have grown out
of these generations of men and women dead and gone.
What we think and what we do are the results of their
thoughts and their actions. This little book is an attempt
to tell in simple fashion something of the lives and actions
of some of the people who have lived upon the earth, so
far as we can get to know it.

The story of the life and work of these people is a
story of change. Throughout the ages changes have
continually been taking place which have had their effect

I

I \ OR almost countless centuries men and women have
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upon our life and work. Changes are taking place now
in the world, whose effect we cannot know ourselves, but
their effects will be known to those who come after us.
Who can say at present what effect the last Great War
will have upon the lives of future men and women
throughout the world! And
there never has been a time
in the story of mankind when
these changes have not been
taking place. They have al-
ways been shaping people’s
lives for better or for worse;
they have always been having
their effect upon the lives of
succeeding generations,

What a great difference
| there 1s between the simple
life of Abraham or Jacob as
we read it in the Old Testa-

THE CAUCASIAN OR WHITE PEOPLE. .
A PERSIAN, ment and the complex life of
Somemts S an e to-dayl How  different s
the Negroon p. 5 fnd the darkewhue samute modern India with its roads
.and railways and irrigation
works from the India of even a few hundred years ago!
How great a change has come over the Chinese and
Japanese in the last hundred years! Whatever would
the people who lived in England in the days of Alfred
the Great, or even of Queen Elizabeth, think of the huge
smoky London of to-day, or of the Black Country, or

By permission of Hodder and Stoughton.
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of the great manufacturing districts of South Lancashire.
and the West Riding of Yorkshire!

Wiriters of history books try to tell us something about
these changes and the results that have followed them;
and it is hoped that this book will enable readers to
learn something about the changes that have taken place
in man’s surroundings, and actions, and thoughts, and
desires; perhaps also they will be able to find out some
ways in which the doings of the past have had their share
in making the present what it is to-day.

But we must always be careful to remember that
though the changes we are reading about are going on
constantly and continuously, the people who are living
at the time of the change probably do not notice that any
change is taking place at all. It is only when we can look
back over a distance of time that we can see how great
a change has taken place. At first, too, the changes come
very, very slowly indeed. It is only as man gains
greater knowledge and greater experience that changes
can come more quickly; and even at their quickest these
changes are usually only slow.

Yet though the changes are constantly taking place,
it does help very much in reading history to divide the
story up into definite parts or stages, each with its own
particular character, and to give to each stage its own
particular name. Thus we speak of the earliest times,
when man was using flint tools and weapons, as the
Stone Age; the time when bronze was used for this
purpose as the Bronze Age; the days of the greatness
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-of Greece and Rome as the Classical Period; and so on.
Perhaps the best way to realise these periods is to draw
a chart to represent them; and so this has been done at
the beginning of the
book. If you will
examine the chart
carefully, you will be
able to learn the names
given to some of these
periods and see the
order in which they
occurred. But remem-
ber always that these
names are used only
for convenience, and
that there really was
no break between
the different periods
such as the lines
; ‘ | might suggest. The
Photo by Baptist Missionary Socicty,  DeOPle  living  at  the

A CHINAMAN. A MEMBER OF THE close of ' the Middle
MONGOLIAN FAMILY.

Mot e o o nd roenced ek pors, £ABCS - were in - very
on 9. 6. Compare als with,other Mongolians on pp. 155 much the same state
as the people living

at the beginning of the period we have called the
Modern World, and were not so conscious as we are of
the changes taking place around them, which are described

in some of the chapters of this book. On the other hand,
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there was a great difference in the life and work of
the people at the close of the Middle Ages from what it
hadbeen at the commencement of that period, for changes
had been taking place for about a thousand years; and
so some persons would make the Middle Ages come to
an end about the year 1300. So one period never turns
at once into another period, but only by degrees; the
change is taking place by steps and never all at once. If
we can keep this idea well in mind, we shall find our
divisions will help us very much when we wish to refer
to one or other of the periods we have named in this way.

Another division or classification that will help us
in writing about the world’s history is the division of
minkind into separate families or groups according to
certain differences of skin colour, form and colour of
hair, shape of skull, general build of body, and so on.
As different sets of people settled down in different places
under different conditions of climate and surroundings,
and began to live in different ways, some with one kind
of food, some with another, some obeying one set of
rules, others another, they began to change somewhat
into different varieties, which could be distinguished
from one another. They may, indeed, have been
different in many ways from the very beginning. These
differences have led observers, then, to classify mankind
into separate families, so as to be able to talk more
easily about them. But observers are by no means agreed
as to how many families there are, or as to how exactly
they should be grouped; and indeed grouping is not very
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easy, because these families have become very mixed as
time has gone on, and there is a great deal of variety
evenn in the members of any one group. DBut we can
separate them out into four useful groups. First of all

Photo by W. I. Barker.

THE NEGRO OR BLACK PEOPLE. A
SOUTH AFRICAN NEGRO.
Note his thick hps and dark curly hair. Compare
with the white man on p. 2, the yellow man
on p. 4, and the Semite on p. g8.

there are a set of people
with white or light-brown
skins, fair or dark wavy
hair, and usually tall and
slim bodies. These have
been called the white
family or the Caitcasian
family.  They live in
Europe, India, Persia,
Arabia, and along ‘’the
African coast of the
Mediterrancan
Sea.  Sometimes  this
family is divided into two
sections: the fair whites,
who include the people of
northern Europe, and are
generally  white-skinned,
fair-haired, and tall; and
the dark whites or Medi-
terranean family, who

have dark skins and black hair, and are not so tall. The
Semitic group of people, Assyrians, Phcenicians, Jews,
and Arabs, of whom we are going to hear a good deal
in the early pages of this book, belong to this family.
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The members of another family, the yellow or Mon-
golian family, live in Asia and America. They are yellow-
skirtned, have narrow almond-shaped eyes, straight black
hair, and short thick-set bodies. In Africa is the Negro
or black family, with black skin, thick lips, and very
dark and curly hair; in Australasia and parts of the ILast
Indies is another black family, the Australoids, with
black skins, frizzy hair, and short, thick bodies.

Another way of classifying the people of the earth
which has also been much used has been to try to group
them according to the languages they speak. All those
whose languages have similar root words, and similar
grammatical forms, are said to belong to one language
family, because these root words and grammatical forms
seem to have had a common origin. Thus almost all
the Europeans, the Persians, and the Hindus seem to
have derived their language from a common source, and
their group of languages is called the Indo-European or
Aryan family of languages, and the people are said to
be of Aryan origin. Similarly the Semitic people form
another important language group. In the same way
the Chinese, Burmese, and Siamese form another group;
the Lapps, Finns, Magyars, Turks, Mongols, and Man-
chus make still another; and so on. All these divisions
are helpful, but they have to be used with care.

Finally, when you are reading this book, always have
your atlas by your side, and refer to it as you read. Try
now, for example, to locate on a map of the world the
areas occupied by these different families of mankind,
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and by the different language groups, and in all your
reading refer constantly to the map as you go along. The
atlas is one of the greatest helps you can have in pursuing
this question of world history.

CHAPTER 1II

THE DAYS BEFORE HISTORY

HOSE persons who have tried to find out about

I the beginnings of the globe on which we live tell
us that millions of years ago this earth was a

ball of flaming gases revolving around the sun, and very
much too hot to contain any of the kinds of life which
now exist upon it. As time went on the earth cooled
down, land and water began to appear, and at length
came forms of life. These living things were very lowly
and simple, probably soft jelly-like substances floating in
the water. Then came shellfish, crabs, and worms, and
then at length fishes, the first animals with backbones.
Then followed amphibious forms whose first stages of
life were passed in the water, and their later stages on
the land; then reptiles living the whole of their lives on
the land; then birds with wings and feathers; then
mammals of different kinds and among them the ancestor
of man. These changes occupied an almost countless
number of years, and at intervals in these many years
there were periods of intense cold when life was almost
blotted out. In those years, too, there existed many
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forms of life that are no longer found upon the earth.
Among the forms that are past and gone, were many
huge ‘reptilian animals, monsters whose big bones are
found buried in the rocks. But all these large animals
had disappeared, and smaller ones had taken their places,
long before the ancestor of man appeared.

The mammal, from whose descendants man was to
come, had probably lived for a long time on the ground,
and had developed in a way that was different from that
of the other animals around him. The apes, for example,
are forest animals, and are therefore most at home in
the trees. Man is not really at home in the trees, he
finds tree-climbing rather difficult; nor is he very fond
of the water, which suggests that his ancestors had not
been water animals for quite a long period. But he was
at home on the land, and in time he managed to get
into an upright position, perhaps because he was often
grasping at the branches above him, and so at length he
was able to stand and walk fairly upright. At an early
period, too, he was feeding himself with his hands, and
was soon using those hands also in many different ways,
learning to throw stones or, at any rate, to drop them on
something, perhaps able also to use a piece of wood as a
sort of club. This use of his hands in so many different
ways helped also to develop his brain, and so helped
him to become much more intelligent than the other
animals. He developed also by very slow degrees many
more forms of speech than they did. But above all,
his erect position caused many changes in his body; he
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had to eat more frequently, his face changed in shape,
he was able to move his head around, and so in many
different ways he became more and more human. -

Two of the things that helped very much in this
development were the carefulness of the mother for her
young, and her readiness to sacrifice herself for them in
various ways if necessary; and the ability of a set of these
early human beings to join together in a group to get
food or protection for themselves.

So in this way, but very slowly and painfully, he
became a human being. His search for food forced
him to live very much on the ground, though he took
refuge in the trees when it was necessary to escape from
danger, and perhaps had his dwelling there, as nlany
people in the islands of the Malay Archipelago do
to this day. He learned a good deal also from experi-
ence as time went on. The climate became colder and
wetter, and his body became covered with protecting
hairs of a reddish-brown colour, the remains of which
are to be found on our bodies now. He learned to use
skins as clothing, and to take refuge in caves against the
cold. But by the time he had thus become a cave man,
many thousands of years had passed. We know very little
about these early ancestors of ours, but the remains of
some of them have been found buried in the earth,
together with the remains of some of their tools and
food and other refuse, and from these their life-history
can be understood; while there are savage races on the
earth to-day who still do many of the things that these
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early men did, use very much the same tools, and live
very much in the same way as they lived, and so by a
study of their habits and ways we can learn a great deal
zbout the habits and ways of these early ancestors of ours.

The first evidences of them come with their earliest
tools. They existed probably as many as 50,000 or more
years ago; too far away in time for you and me to have
any idea of what that distance in time really means. It
is less than 500 years since Columbus discovered America;
Muhammad was born about 1,350 years ago; it is nearly
2,000 years since Jesus walked with His disciples in
Galilee; but it is very many times that period of time
since the cave man and his wife and children lived upon
the *earth. The continents were then very different in
shape from what they now are; and the climate, too, was
different, being hotter in summer and colder in winter
than it now is. The animals living at the time were
the reindeer, musk-ox, ibex, arctic fox, and arctic hare;
while earlicr man had had to face the rhinoceros, hippo-
potamus, and sabre-toothed tiger; or the mammoth and
cave bear and cave lion.

Most of the cave man’s time was spent in hunting for
food, and some of his tools were weapons made for this
particular purpose; but he also made other tools for use
in his daily life. These first tools were made of wood,
but in time man discovered that stone could be used for
this purpose, and that flint stone was best of all because
it could be thinned down by chipping flakes from it. The
first stone tools were made to hold in the hand; the



WeaponStone .
Palacolithic, withresin Palaeolithic Axe Head
spear-hafted atthe  Hafted to wooden handle with resin
to wooden base or gum.
e g i Handle bound *

handl
with swmnews

Palaeolithic Knife

CELT
Hafted to handle by
sinews of animals

Kuife with hide hardle

7 G

From Kummer's * Furst Days of Man."

SOME TOOLS AND WEAPONS USED BY EARLY MAN.

Most of these are examples of the early stone age period, but one Celt is later than the others.

How can you tell this ?

12
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time soon came when they were shaped for throwing or
slinging, or for fastening to the ends of pieces of wood,
as arrow-tips or axe-heads. Other tools were used for
cutting, scraping, and boring, and so on.

Long before this, man had learned to use fire. At
first, no doubt, he had fled from the lightning flash as
an evil thing, which destroyed the forest and all living
things within it. But at length he was pleased with the
warmth he got from some burning wood, and so he took
some to his cave, and kept it burning night and day. He
discovered a way of getting fire from the sparks that fell
from the flint he struck by letting them fall on some
dead leaves, or he produced the necessary heat by whirling
a stick in a piece of wood. Thus he found out that he could
make fire for himself. Then he could cook his food, and
fire proved useful in many other ways—such, for example,
as burning out the inside of a log and so making it into
a boat, or for making pottery.

So he progressed, though very slowly: for he had no
one to help him. Each separate step forward cost much
trouble and labour. But the steps came. He learned
the use of the bow ; the use of the slinging stick, by means
of which he could throw his stone-tipped arrows much
farther than from his hand alone; the first ideas of music,
and even ability to draw and model. For among the
remains of these early people are wonderful drawings of
bulls and reindeer, still to be seen on the roofs and walls
of the caves in which they dwelt, while others fashioned
shapes in clay, or cut them out in bone and ivory.
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About the time these clever artistic workers were
doing their best work, there began that change of climate
which gave our world very much the same conditions of
weather that it has had ever since. The regions in which
we live became what we call a Temperate Zone of climate,
and instead of the broad treeless plains over which the
cave man had roamed, there began to grow forests and
undergrowth which soon covered the land. The animals
the people had hunted were used to a colder kind of
climate, and so they either disappeared or went farther
north to get the climate they wanted: we can still find
some of these reindeer and other animals in the Arctic
regions. Their places were soon taken by the animals
which exist in temperate countries to-day. .

Hence as time went on, these early men began to
be left without the animals they depended upon for
food: and so they had to follow the animals north-
wards in pursuit of their food. Also this food was
becoming scarcer so that they had to spend all their
time in trying to get it, and could not trouble about the
drawings and carvings they had made when they were
settled in the caves. Of course these changes covered a
long period of time; but at length things began to get
steadily better for mankind. The animals upon which
they depended increased in number: and new peoples too
came northward from regions farther south or south-east,
bringing with them better tools and better ideas, too, of
many kinds, which they taught to the northern people
with whom they now mixed.
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All these new ideas made succeeding improve-
ments easier and changes began to be more rapid. It
was much easier for a man to improve upon a tool or
weapon than it had been for a man to invent the weapon
at first. Experience teaches, and man was learning very
much in different ways from what we may perhaps think
of as lucky accidents. Pottery was now being made, for
example, and the first baked vessel may have come from
placing a clay-covered wicker basket over the fire without
any idea that the fire would harden the clay and bring
about a very desirable result. Animals, too, were being
tamed, or domesticated, as we should say; the first one was
no doubt the dog, perhaps taken home as a plaything when
the mother had been killed for food, but proving, as he
grew up, a faithful and useful companion and servant.
Soon, then, we can imagine early man controlling flocks
of different kinds of domestic animals, and finding in
them useful sources of food and clothing. So also there
came the beginnings of agriculture; and soon these people
were making rude agricultural implements, and sowing
and reaping scanty crops of wheat and millet and other
grains. At first, no doubt, fresh patches of land were
sown with corn each year. The quality was poor and
the amount of the crop was small, but it was the beginning
of wonderful things for mankind: above all, the begin-
nings of a more settled life. For the agriculturalist must
remain near the crop he has sown: while the hunter must
roam the forest and follow his prey wherever it goes:
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and the owner of flocks and herds must always be moving
on to fresh fields and pastures new.

And the farmer not only watches his crops, he tries
also to improve them, and so he reaches better and’ better
results. He becomes a better builder, too, and his home

From Kummer's * First Days of Knowledge.*
A LAKE DWELLING.

Think over the method of building these houses. Why were they built on the lake
border ? Notice the dugout boat by the side of the piles.

is something more substantial than the tent of skin which
the wandering (or nomadic) pastoral people use. Some,
no doubt, still lived in caves, which were good places of
safety; others made huts by digging holes in the ground
and covering them with branches of trees, and stones,
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and clods of earth; others, for greater protection, drove
piles of wood into the shallow borders of lakes, and on
these built a platform on which to erect their houses and
barns; as people still do in some parts of the world
to-day.

It is evident that man was getting on: his weapons
show this, for they are much more perfect in form and
finish, though they are still made of stone; and he knew
now how to sharpen them with a whetstone and finish
them off with a smooth polished surface.

He was thinking, too, about very many things: and as
his powers of speech slowly improved he was able to
exchange thoughts with his friends and companions.
Now that he was living in settled companies or tribes,
some form of government, too, was necessary: and the
serious question of death was always with him. So
there came wonder and questions about the meaning of
life, and forms of religious belief and religious rites and
ceremonies began to develop: often perhaps in connection
with the question of burial and the future life, for the
careful burial of the dead came at least 50,000 years ago.

These more scttled dwellers began, too, to leave behind
them much more permanent remains, in the shape of
large stone tombs. These tombs, of which there are
plenty still remaining in England and France, show us
that close at hand there was a town, in which some
tribe lived. These first towns were defended by walls
of earth around them, with a strong fence of wood on
top of the wall of earth. Evidently men had now joined

2
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together in some form of government; evidently, too,
they fought one another, for their homes have to be
fortified. The great stone circles, such as Stonehenge,
were probably great burial-places belonging to this period;
and the dead were remembered and honoured by festivals
near their burial-places, at which there were contests of
many kinds. We shall meet with these great contests
again at a later stage in world history.

So man went on changing and improving as the years
went by. But when he had reached the stage we have
now described, he had done practically all he could with
the means at his disposal. Until the spur of some new
discovery should drive him on, he had to stay very much
at the stage of civilisation which he had now reached:
just as so many races at later times in the world’s history
have done the same. But with him the spur did come:
and it came in the shape of the discovery of metals, the
beginning of the Age of Bronze.

The people who lived around the eastern shores of
the Mediterranean had learned how to make tools and
weapons of bronze long before the inhabitants of northern
Europe did. We do not know how the discovery was
made. Probably copper alone was first used, discovered
perhaps through the lucky lighting of a fire on rock rich in
copper ore, or the building of a fire inside a rough frame-
work of stone, which was rich in copper ore. But
copper bends, and cannot be given so sharp an edge as
can bronze, which is a mixture of copper and tin. So
bronze came into use and was cast into shapes similar
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to those formerly used for making stone implements.
Finally, as improvements came, the bronze tools were
made hollow where this was an advantage, as for example
for fixing on handles, and so on. With bronze tools it
was much easier to clear away the forest and work the
land, and so further progress was made. Many articles
of household use were made of this metal; pottery was
greatly improved in shape and decoration; bronze, jet,
amber, copper, and glass were used for making bracelets,
brooches, pins, rings, necklaces, and other articles of
adornment. Combs were used; clothing was made from
leather and from woven flax; in all these ways man was
becoming more civilised.

Trade, too, started on a small scale, in the form
of barter or direct exchange, where one person
changes something he has in plenty for something else
he has not got and wishes to have. There is
plenty of proof that even in our own backward Europe
trade went along certain definite trade-routes; in other
countries trade had become very important, and it is to
these countries we must turn now to see what was
happening there.
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CHAPTER 1III

THE PEOPLE OF THE RIVER VALLEYS

O long as early man was a wanderer, moving from
S place to place, first of all in the hunt for food and

clothing, next in the search for food for his flocks
and herds, he could make but little progress in the arts
of civilisation. When man is on the march he keeps
by him only those things that are necessary or can easily
be carried from place to place. But when he finds a
settled resting-place, he begins to build and to collect
around him many things that would have been thought
luxuries when he was on the march. It is the seétled
people, and not the nomadic or wandering people, who
have great stocks of goods and other possessions.

While man was more or less of a wanderer he lived on
the grassy uplands where there was plenty of food for
his flocks and herds. He kept away from the river
valleys, because they were wooded or because of the
great danger of floods. But when he became an agri-
culturalist the uplands were of little use to him: he had
to go down into the river valleys, and especially into those
valleys that were not covered with trees. So that
among the places where mankind settled down to live the
life of a tiller of the soil were the districts in the warm
temperate regions which are watered by rivers. Heat
and moisture favour the growth of crops; heat makes the
need of food and clothing small; and thus there is ease



People of the River Valleys 21

and leisure for other things. Hence it was in the river
valleys that mankind began to get beyond the stage of
wandering tribal life. Tribes of men settled in these
valleys, and soon increased in number; living side by side
in societies, they soon developed new forms of govern-
ment. Having time to think, they began to be more
interested in questions of the present and the future; of
the sun and the stars; of creation, and of all the mysteries
of life and death. Find on the map the river valleys
of the Nile, the Euphrates and the Tigris, the Ganges,
and the Hoang-Ho; these are some of the river valleys
in which civilised communities began to form.

We do not know exactly how or when the civilisation
of the Nile valley began. A few feet of black mud carried
down yearly by the river in its flood period, which lasts
from June to December, made it possible in many places
for three harvests to be grown in each year, and this
made a large population possible. The hunters became
agriculturalists, and as greater and greater crops were
required, extended the area under cultivation by means of
irrigation, raising the water from the river bed to the
tops of the highest banks, and then distributing it by a
system of canals.

Year by year the river rose and fell, bringing the
means of life to the people along its banks. No wonder
they looked upon the river as a god, and said the overflow
was due to the tears of Isis weeping for her murdered
husband Osiris. So also the earth, the sky, and above all
the sun, the source of heat, were gods to them, Indeed
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the sun appears as a god in many forms. Osiris is the
setting sun, slain each night by Typhoon or Set, the
god of darkness, but restored to life by Isis the moon,
and avenged by his son Horus, the rising sun, and so on.
In time there came to be quite a large number of gods
and goddesses, and great and magnificent temple homes
were built for them, whose ruins still remain to show
us what mighty builders the Egyptians were. The deities
were often represented with human bodies and the heads
of animals; and many animals were looked upon as sacred
too. Huge sphinxes were made, for the sphinx was the
emblem of the sun-god Ra; and colossal statues of their
gods and rulers were made also.

The Egyptians did not think that death was the end.
They thought that the soul existed after it left the body,
and would continue to exist so long as the body could
be kept from decay. Hence they took very great pains
to preserve the body after death. They embalmed it
carefully, and turned it into a mummy, and then placed
it in a tomb with furniture, and food, and many other
things that would be useful in the next world. It is
obvious that these people were thinking very carefully
about the problems of life and death, and of the future
state.

The most remarkable of these tombs are the Pyramids.
These were royal tombs, built by the rulers or Pharaohs
during their own lifetime. The largest of them, the
pyramid of Khufu or Cheops, covers an area of about
thirteen acres. It was built about the year 4000 B.C.
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At a later time tombs were made in the solid rock, and
covered with drawings and writings, from which we can
learn, a great deal about the daily life of the people: the
labourers and the craftsmen at their work; the soldiers
at their drill; the priests in their temples; the kings in
their palaces; each and all in the manner in which they
lived. From such sources we have been able to learn
about the history of the Egyptian people.

One of the greatest steps forward made by the Egyp-
tians was the invention of a form of writing. The people

HIEROGLYPHIC WRITING,

Each symbol stands for a letter ; e.g. the hon stands for L; the eagle (Akhoom) for A ;
the mouth (Ro) for R, and so on. The marks after the second eagle show that this is a
woman'’s name.

of the Bronze Age in northern Europe, at a much later
date than this, had to commit all things to memory that
they wished to remember; but in Egypt as many as five
thousand years ago these things could be handed on from
age to age by means of written forms. Much of their
writing has come down to us. At first they used a
sort of picture writing, which we call hieroglyphics. In
it a picture is drawn to stand for the first sound in the
name the picture represents. For example, we might
draw a dog to stand for the sound of the “d’* with
which “ dog ” begins. But as time went on they changed
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this for a form of writing which used simple shapes or
letters to stand for the sounds.

The Egyptians thought that their ruler or Pharaoh
was the son of Ra, the sun-god: and they looked upon
him also as a god. The Pharaoh was all-powerful and
absolute, with full control of life and death. Next to

From Kummer's * Furst Days of Knowledge.”
DOLLS FOR EGYPTIAN CHILDREN.
These were made with wood, clay, stone, or metal. Compare with the toys on p. 25.

him were the priest, who also had great power, and the
warriors, who were pledged to obey their king in all
things. There were also many merchants and traders
and craftsmen, who were joined together in gilds or
associations, according to the work they did. Trade
became very important in Egypt: goods were carried
as far as Mesopotamia, and the caravan route went along
the Jordan valley, the land where Joseph and his brethren
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lived, and Solomon and David and other kings ruled over
the Jews. The Jews were conquered at times by the
Egyptians or by the Assyrians of Mesopotamia.

The scribes, too, were very important in Egypt,
because they could keep accounts. They were employed
not only in the service of the government, but also by

From Kummer's “ Furst Days of Knowledge.”
TOYS USED BY EGYPTIAN CHILDREN LONG AGO.

Compare with the dolls on p. 24. Children still enjoy playing with toy figures of animals,
and babies’ rattles are still made very much like the one in the picture.

the richer tradesmen and farmers. Accounts and other
records were written on pieces of a dried reed called
the papyrus, a name from which our word “ paper ”
comes. We still have in our museums Egyptian docu-
ments written on pieces of papyrus.

The common people were treated as serfs, and were
forced to work for the Pharaohs when required; the
Pyramids and temples were the result of this forced
labour. When they were doing this work they were
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paid by gifts of rice for food, and linen for clothing.
This is payment in kind, for we have not yet come to
the use of money, though weights of silver were being
used as payments in trading affairs. Severe taskmasters
were placed over them, and their life was not an easy or

From Breasted's ““ Egypt.”

PHARAOH RECEIVING TRIBUTE FROM ASIATIC ENVOYS.
Distinguish the Egyptian ruler and officials from the Semutic Asiatics. Notice the contrast between

b The ceencre taken o thewall of  torb at Thees, ‘Thneomgnal 15 beatuully ealonre
pleasant one. Sometimes they tried to  strike ” against
their hard conditions.

Even before the people were making all these changes
in Egypt, another set of people had begun to settle in
Mesopotamia, the land between and around the rivers
Euphrates and Tigris.  Here again the rivers gave
abundant water, irrigation canals also were dug, and
there were abundant crops. But in regions such as these
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it might well happen that as time went on the people lost
some of their vigour and strength through living more
easily: and then the nomadic tribes of the uplands would
swoop down upon them and rob them, and perhaps at
last conquer them and become rulers over them. The
valley of the Nile was well protected by desert on both
sides, and so safe from invasion for a long time. Yet
we know from the records of Egypt that from about
2000 B.C. to 1500 B.C. the Egyptians were ruled by kings
of Semitic descent who are called the “ Shepherd ” kings.
In Mesopotamia, which had no such protection, we get
different peoples conquering the country as time goes on.

At a very early period a set of people, whom we call
the ‘Sumerians, had settled near the mouth of the
Euphrates and Tigris. They had found out how to
plough and sow, how to drain and irrigate the land; and
had also invented a form of picture-writing. Then
Semitic tribes came into the region. They settled at
first in the north in a district known as Akkad, but at
last they conquered the Sumerians and formed an empire
under a ruler named Sargon. But though they were
the conquerors, these less-civilised Semites adopted the
better civilisation of the Sumerians, and used their method
of writing and their system of laws.

Other waves of Semitic invaders followed in the
course of time. The first made the small town of
Babylon their headquarters; and we still have a copy
of the code of laws framed by one of their kings, named
Hammurabi, who lived nearly 4,000 years ago.. Next
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came the fierce and cruel Assyrians, who were above
all things a race of clever warriors. The story of their
empire is a story of conquest and plunder. One cause
of their success was the use of the horse and the war
chariot. Their capital was at Nineveh. Some of their
kings, such-as Sennacherib, and Assurbanipal (the Greek
Sardanapalus) are famous in story. Then the Chaldeans

gained control, and
W' M ””””yﬁ’f ‘4 m ;"' Jabylon was once
i ljm mfm 2 ; el """ more the capital,
1‘ H "}'w') "'fc",,., - and, in the days of
,”ﬂ 2:&.‘1":“ valvm mﬂ”gz dk: ;W'ﬁ‘ Nebuchadnezzar, be-
“ . il “l came onc of the
ﬂﬂﬂu f.. H ! wonders of the world.
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But like the people
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ll i ! -
| n,:?y”yl,,, .’[‘ ‘lﬂ W Wl that had gone before
m m 1 i 1 ;

,1 i 1 O Y i them, the Chaldeans

also were overcome,
CUNEIFORM OR WEDGE-SHAPED WRITING. . . :
this time by their
This brick was found on the spot where Uruki, the first

r R KRS Soe ol neighbours, the hardy

Persian shepherds of
the plateau of Irania, who had already conquered the
kingdom of the Medes.

The Assyrio-Chaldean civilisation depended for its
great wealth on war and commerce. The people were
excellent craftsmen and there was much trade with the
surrounding people.  The land could support a huge
population, because of the skill of the people in agri-
culture. Surveying was an important art with them; for

At e
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they were exact in their methods, and were the first people
to use mathematics, not only for this purpose, but also
for astronomy and astrology. Living on a vast plain in
a country with a clear, rainless atmosphere, it was only

natural that they should
be interested in the sun,
moon, and stars. In-
deed, their gods were
supposed to live in one
or other of the members
of the solar system; the
great god of Babylon,
Marduk, had his home
in Japiter, Ishtar, god-
dess of love and war,
lived in Venus. They
worshipped many gods,
sometimes with cruel
sacrifices and ceremonies;
for their gods were
jealous gods, who were
gods only of the tribe
to which they belonged.
They believed also in
evil spirits, or demons,

From the British Museum.
COLOSSAL ASSYRIAN WINGED BULL.

This human-headed winged bull and the genius or
mythical being beside 1t once stood at the entrance
to the palace of Sargon, King of Assyra (722-70%
B.c.). It was supposed to afford protection from evil
spirits. Notice the beards on bull and figure, they
are typical of the Assynans. The bull has been
carved from a solid block of stone. Why bas it
five legs ?

whose evil influences had to be averted by magicians and

magic arts.

The Sumerian form of picture-writing changed in
time to what is called cuneiform, or wedge-shaped
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writing ; because the letters were made by wedge-shaped
marks. This was due to the fact that they used clay as a
material on which to keep records. The clay of this
region would take and keep a good impression, and baking
left the impression unhurt. Hence their records are
generally on clay bricks and cylinders. A large number
of them have been found by modern excavators, and
prove that they must have had large libraries.

Clay bricks were also the material of which many of
their buildings were formed; for stone and wood were
scarce. But stone slabs were used for facing the outsides
of the most important buildings, such as the great palaces
of the kings. These palaces were often very richly
decorated with marble and cedar wood; and «also
with glazed tiles, for they were clever maker